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NC Lineworker 
Appreciation Day
April 13, 2026

The second Monday of April is desig-
nated by the state of North Carolina 
to honor the lineworkers who power 
our communities. At Jones-Onslow 
EMC, we are proud to recognize 
these professionals who work every 
day to keep the lights on for our 
members. Their work is invisible until 
you need it most—but the impact is 
felt in every home, business, school, 
and farm across our service area.

Working in Challenging Conditions
Linework is one of the most 
demanding and dangerous 

professions in the utility industry. 
Our lineworkers work around 
high-voltage electricity, climb poles, 
operate heavy equipment, and 
respond in all types of weather 
conditions—from summer heat 
to coastal storms. Whether it’s 
routine maintenance or restoring 
power after an outage, safety 
is always their top priority.

Skilled, Highly Trained Professionals
Becoming a lineworker 
requires extensive training 

and hands-on experience. Through 
apprenticeships, certifications, 
and ongoing education, our crews 
continually build the knowledge 
and skills needed to safely maintain 
and restore the electric system 
that powers our communities. 
Their training prepares them to 

respond quickly and effectively 
when members need them most.

Strength, Resilience, and Dedication
The work of a lineworker 
is physically demanding. 

Climbing poles, lifting equipment, 
and working long hours in 
difficult terrain require strength, 
endurance, and determination. 
But beyond the physical demands, 
it takes dedication and a sense 
of pride in serving others.

Serving When It Matters Most
Lineworkers are often  
called to work long hours 

during storms and emergencies, 
sometimes missing holidays, 
family events, and time at home. 
When outages occur, they are 
the first to respond—working day 

and night to restore power safely 
and as quickly as possible.

Thanking the People Who 
Power Our Community

At Jones-Onslow EMC, 
we are proud of the 

hardworking lineworkers who 
help keep our system reliable and 
our members connected. Their 
commitment to safety, service, 
and community is what keeps 
the power flowing every day.

This April 13, and all month, 
we encourage our members 
to join us in recognizing these 
dedicated professionals.

Thank a lineworker for the work 
they do to power our community.

Ready when it matters most
Lineworker Appreciation Day • April 13, 2026
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A Friendly Reminder About Your Electric Rate

Underground utility lines for electricity, gas, water, inter-
net, and other essential services run beneath many yards. 
Accidentally hitting one of these lines while digging can 
cause serious injuries, expensive repairs, and service 
outages for your home and neighbors.

Calling 811 before you dig is quick, easy, and completely 
free. When you contact 811 a few days before your proj-

ect begins, utility companies will mark the approximate 
location of underground lines on your property so you  
can dig safely.

Even small projects like planting a shrub or installing a 
mailbox can hit a buried utility line. That’s why it’s import-
ant to think before you dig—no matter how big or small 
the job may seem.

Dig Smart. Dig Safe.  
CALL 811 FIRST!

For a typical home, your monthly bill 
may look like this under the new rates:

kWh Usage Total Cost

1000 kWh $150.98

1500 kWh $208.97

2000 kWh $266.96

2500 kWh $324.95

3000 kWh $382.93

As of April 1, 2026, the updated electric rates at Jones-Onslow 
EMC are now in effect. We know any change to your bill can feel 
concerning, and we want you to know this adjustment was made 
carefully to continue providing the safe, reliable electricity your 
home and community depend on.

Your bill reflects the electricity you’ve used to power your home, 
while a portion also helps maintain the system, respond to 
storms, and keep our cooperative strong for everyone.

We’re always here for you. If you have questions or would like tips 
on managing energy use, please reach out—our team is ready 
to help. Thank you for being a member-owner of Jones-Onslow 
EMC; together, we keep our community powered and connected.

Table shown reflects the kWh charge and basic charge 
only.Taxes and fees not included.

Spring is here, and many members are heading outside to start projects like planting trees, installing 
fences, building decks, or landscaping their yards. Before you start digging, take an important step to 
protect yourself, your property, and your community—call 811 first.
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As we prepare for the seasonal 
shift, remember to set your ceiling 
fan rotation accordingly. In winter 
months (or whenever your home 
heating system is running), fan 
blades should rotate clockwise, 
which produces an updraft that 
pushes warm air down. In summer 
months (or whenever your home 
cooling system is running), blades 
should rotate counterclockwise, 
which produces a downdraft or 
windchill effect that makes you 
feel cooler. When used correctly, 
ceiling fans can boost comfort and 
allow you to adjust the thermostat 
a few degrees for energy savings. 

Source: energy.gov

THE AIR SHOW 
IS BACK

The 2026 MCAS Cherry Point Air Show, 
celebrating the 250th anniversary of 
American independence.The free, two-day 
event features the U.S. Navy Blue Angels as 
the headliner, alongside F-35B Lightning II, 
F-16 demonstrations, and civilian acts. 

KEY DETAILS FOR 2026:
•	 Dates: May 9–10, 2026
•	 Headliner: U.S. Navy Blue Angels
•	 Admission: Free, but a free vehicle 

pass is required for entry (see website 
below)

•	 Highlights: Military and civilian aerial 
demonstrations, static displays, and 
food vendors

•	 Premium Seating: Options like the 
Flightline Club and Box Seats can be 
purchased online

•	 Logistics: A redesigned traffic plan is 
in place to improve flow

Visit www.cherrypointairshow.com for 
details and free base pass.

Earth Day (April 22) and Every Day: 
Your Guide to Year-Round Energy Savings
Each year on Earth Day, people around the world take time to reflect 
on ways we can care for the environment. While it’s a great reminder 
to think about our impact on the planet, protecting natural resources 
and conserving energy shouldn’t happen just one day a year. Small 
changes made every day can make a meaningful difference for both the 
environment and your energy bill.

1. Start with Simple Energy Habits 
One of the easiest ways to conserve energy is by adjusting everyday 
habits. Turn off lights when leaving a room, unplug electronics that aren’t 
in use, and make use of natural sunlight during the day. These small 
actions may seem minor, but over time they can add up to noticeable 
energy savings.

2. Make Your Home More Efficient
Improving your home’s energy efficiency can also reduce electricity use 
year-round. Simple steps like sealing air leaks around doors and windows, 
replacing old light bulbs with energy-efficient LEDs, and regularly changing 
HVAC filters can help your home stay comfortable while using less energy.

3. Use Appliances Wisely
Appliances account for a large portion of household energy use. Running 
dishwashers and washing machines with full loads, using cold water 
when possible, and setting your thermostat a few degrees higher in the 
summer and lower in the winter can help reduce energy consumption 
without sacrificing comfort.

4. Go Paperless
It's a convenient, secure, and environmentally friendly way to receive 
your monthly bill. Sign up for paperless billing and your statement lands 
directly in your inbox — no more sorting through stacks of mail. Your 
personal information stays protected behind multiple layers of online 
security, and you'll be doing your part to reduce paper waste and support 
a healthier planet. 

5. Think Long-Term
Energy conservation is not about making drastic changes overnight—it’s 
about building habits that last. When communities work together to use 
energy wisely, it helps reduce demand, protects natural resources, and 
supports a more sustainable future for everyone.

This Earth Day, consider making one small change 
that you can continue throughout the year. 
When those small actions become everyday 
habits, they can have a lasting impact on 
both your home and the environment.

At Jones-Onslow EMC, we’re proud 
to serve members who care about 
the communities they live in and the 
resources we all share. Together, 
we can make energy efficiency 
a year-round commitment. 

For a typical home, your monthly bill 
may look like this under the new rates:

kWh Usage Total Cost

1000 kWh $150.98

1500 kWh $208.97

2000 kWh $266.96

2500 kWh $324.95

3000 kWh $382.93



4

BOARD OF DIRECTORS – District One: Cecil Hargett, Douglas Parker, Dale Powell • District Two: Iris Horne, Brandon Howard, John Pierce, Chairman • District Three: Robert 
Daughety, Michael Chad Meadows, Thomas Waller, Vice Chairman • Member-at-Large: Nelson Burgess, Secretary/Treasurer • Chief Executive Officer: Ricky Maready

CHICKEN AND BROCCOLI 
ALFREDO

Serves: 4
Source: www.carolinacountry.com

Ingredients
1 tablespoon butter
1½ �pounds boneless, skinless chicken 

breasts, cut into strips
1 jar Alfredo sauce
1 �package (12 ounces) frozen broccoli 

florets, thawed
1 package (12 ounces) fettuccine pasta
Grated Parmesan cheese, for topping
(optional)

Directions
1. �In large nonstick skillet over 

medium-high heat, melt butter. Cook 
chicken, in batches if necessary, stirring 
occasionally, until chicken is thoroughly 
cooked (internal temp of 165 degrees). 
Remove chicken and set aside.

2. �In same skillet, add sauce and broccoli; 
stir. Bring to boil over medium-high 
heat. Reduce heat to low and simmer, 
covered, stirring occasionally, until 
broccoli is heated through, about 5 
minutes.

3. �Stir in chicken and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until cooked through, 
about 2 minutes.

4. �In separate pan, cook fettuccine 
according to package instructions.

5. �Serve chicken, broccoli and sauce 
over hot fettuccine and sprinkle grated 
Parmesan cheese on top, if desired.

A Message from the CEO 
Recognizing the Lineworkers 
Who Serve Our Community 

Ricky Maready, CEO

What makes 
their work 
especially 

meaningful 
is that 

they serve 
the same 

communities 
where they 

live.

“

”

Electricity powers nearly every part of our daily lives—
from the lights in our homes to the businesses that 
support our local economy. While we often don’t think 
about the work it takes to keep that power flowing, April 
gives us a meaningful opportunity to recognize the 
individuals who make it possible.

On North Carolina Lineworker Appreciation Day, celebrated on April 13, electric 
cooperatives across our state take time to recognize the lineworkers who 
play an essential role in serving our members and keeping our communities 
connected—working every day to keep power flowing to our homes, schools, 
farms, and businesses.

At Jones-Onslow EMC, our lineworkers maintain over 
2,500 miles of power lines across the communities we 
serve. It’s demanding work that requires skill, training, 
and a strong commitment to safety. These crews 
spend many hours each year sharpening their technical 
knowledge and preparing for the challenges that come 
with working around high-voltage electricity.

The job is also physically demanding. Lineworkers 
often climb poles more than 100 feet tall while carrying 
up to 50 pounds of safety gear and equipment. They 
work outdoors in all types of weather—from the heat of 
summer to the cold and storms that occasionally impact 
our area. Despite these challenges, they approach their 
work with professionalism and pride.

Many of you see their work most clearly during storms and power outages. 
When severe weather hits and the lights go out, our lineworkers are often 
among the first to respond. They work long hours, sometimes through the night, 
to restore power for our members as quickly and as safely as possible.

What makes their work especially meaningful is that they serve the same 
communities where they live. They understand how important reliable electricity 
is to everyday life, and they take pride in helping keep our communities powered 
and connected.

On April 13, I encourage you to join me in thanking the lineworkers not just 
at Jones-Onslow EMC but across North Carolina. Their dedication, skill, and 
commitment to service help power the places we all call home.

The next time you see a crew working in your area, a simple thank you is always 
appreciated. 

Our offices will be closed 
Monday, May 25 
for Memorial Day.


