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Electrical Safety Made Simple: Powering the Modern Home

	� AI-POWERED HOME DEVICES:  
Smart Technology, Safe Habits

Voice assistants, smart thermostats, 
and AI-powered security cameras 
are showing up in more homes 
than ever. These devices are always 
on and always connected, which 
means your electrical system is 
working harder in the background. 
Keep these tips in mind:

1.	 Don't overload outlets. Smart 
devices multiply quickly. Use 
a surge-protected power strip 
rather than stacking adapters 
into a single outlet.

2.	 Update firmware regularly. Man-
ufacturers release updates that 
can fix electrical and safety vul-
nerabilities in connected devices.

3.	 Unplug what you don't use. 
Even in standby mode, devices 
draw power. Unplugging unused 
devices reduces both fire risk 
and your energy bill.

	� SOLAR PANELS & BATTERY STOR-
AGE: Harnessing the Sun Safely

Home solar systems and battery 
backup units like whole-home bat-
teries are becoming increasingly 
popular in our area. They're a great 
investment—but they come with 
important safety considerations. 

1.	 Always use a licensed installer. 
Solar and battery systems connect 
directly to your home's electrical 
panel. Improper installation can cre-
ate serious fire and shock hazards.

2.	 Know your shutoff. Make sure 
every adult in your home knows 
where the solar disconnect 
switch is and how to turn the 
system off in an emergency.

3.	 Keep the area around batteries 
clear. Battery storage units gen-
erate heat. Never store flamma-
ble materials nearby, and ensure 
the space is well ventilated.

4.	 Schedule regular inspections. 
Have a qualified electrician 
inspect your system annually 
to check for loose connections, 
corrosion, or damaged wiring.

	� OUTDOOR & GENERATOR SAFETY: 
Power Where You Need It

Whether you're running a generator 
during a storm outage (cont. on page 2)

May is Electrical Safety Month, and at JOEMC, there's no better time to talk about how to stay safe 
as our homes get smarter and our energy needs grow. From rooftop solar panels to AI-powered 
assistants, new technology is changing the way we use electricity every day. Here's what you need  
to know to keep your home and family safe.
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or setting up lights for an outdoor 
gathering, outdoor electricity 
deserves extra caution.

1.	 Never run a generator indoors. 
This includes garages, carports, 
and screened porches. Genera-
tors produce carbon monoxide, 
which is odorless and deadly. 
Always operate generators at 
least 20 feet from your home 
with the exhaust pointing away 
from windows and doors.

2.	 Use outdoor-rated cords and 
fixtures. Extension cords and 
lights used outdoors must be 
rated for exterior use. Look for a 
"W" on the cord's label.

3.	 Keep electrical equipment dry. 
Never use outdoor power tools 
or extension cords in wet or rainy 
conditions.

4.	 Install GFCI outlets outside. 
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter 
outlets are required by code for 
outdoor use and can prevent 
serious shock injuries. If your 
outdoor outlets aren't GFCI-pro-
tected, call a licensed electrician.

	� JOEMC: Your Partner in  
Electrical Safety

At JOEMC, we're committed to keep-
ing the lights on and keeping you 
safe. Whether you have questions 

about your home's electrical system, 
need a referral to a licensed electri-
cian, or want more seasonal safety 
tips, we're here to help. Visit our 
website or connect with us on social 
media for resources, updates, and 
more throughout Electrical Safety 
Month and all year long.

Electricity powers the life you love—  
let's make sure it's working safely 
for you.

Electrical Safety (continued)

As we gear up for the 2026 hurricane season, which officially kicks off on June 1st, it's crucial to remem-
ber the lessons learned from previous years and be prepared. At JOEMC, we urge all our members to 
take proactive steps to safeguard themselves and their families against potential storms, especially given 
North Carolina's vulnerability to hurricane damage.

BE STORM READY

1) Develop a Comprehensive Plan: Outline 
a communication and evacuation strategy 
for your family, ensuring everyone knows 
what to do in case of an emergency. 
Remember to include plans for pets and 
livestock, ensuring their safety as well.

2) Prepare an Emergency Kit: Assemble an 
emergency kit containing vital items that 
can sustain you and your family for at least 
three days. This kit should include:

•	� Important documents stored in a  
waterproof container

•	 Sufficient cash
•	� Non-perishable food, water, and 

medication
•	 First-aid supplies
•	 Battery-powered or hand-crank radio
•	 Flashlight with extra batteries
•	 Personal hygiene items
•	 Extra clothing and blankets
•	 Food and supplies for pets

3) Stay Informed: Keep abreast of storm-
related updates and outage information by 
connecting with us online at joemc.com or 
via our social media channels. If you're not 
already enrolled, sign up for our outage text 
alert program. Ensure you have our outage 
reporting number and email readily available: 
(910) 353-1940 and joemc@joemc.com.

4) Receive Local Alerts: Register for 
local weather alerts and warnings to 
stay informed about potential threats 
in your area. Utilize resources such as 
ReadyNC.org or download the ReadyNC 
app for comprehensive preparedness tips, 
real-time weather updates, and traffic 
information.

By taking these proactive measures, we 
can better protect ourselves and our 
community from the potential impacts of 
hurricanes during the upcoming season. 
Let's stay vigilant and prepared together.

Essential Tasks for Hurricane Preparedness 
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Bright Ideas: Funding the Future of Education
For the 2026-27 school 
year, JOEMC is again 
partnering with outstand-
ing educators to bring 
their creative lesson plans 
to life! Applications are 
now open for Bright Ideas 
education grants of up 
to $1,500, helping fund 
projects that enhance 
student success in the 
classroom. Teachers can 
apply and learn more at 
www.ncbrightideas.com.

The 2025-26 school year 
marks another milestone 
year for North Carolina's 
electric cooperatives and 
the educators they support. 
This year, JOEMC awarded 
$75,000 to fund 93 projects 
for 300 educators, impact-
ing over 126,266 students 
across Jones, Onslow, and 
Pender counties.

Since the program began, 
JOEMC has now issued 

more than $1,750,000 for 
over 2,500 projects that 
have benefited well over 
747,000 students in our 
local communities. Grants 
are available in all curric-
ulum areas, including art, 
science, history, music, and 
mathematics.

Bright Ideas grant appli-
cations will be accepted 
through September 15, 
with an early bird deadline 

of August 15. Teachers are 
encouraged to apply early.

Supported by all 26 electric 
cooperatives in North 
Carolina, Bright Ideas 
grants have contributed 
nearly $17 million to N.C. 
classrooms, funding more 
than 16,000 projects and 
benefiting close to four 
million students statewide 
since 1994.

As temperatures start to rise, 
many homeowners focus on 
staying cool. Don’t forget about 
the small gaps around windows 
and doors. While air sealing is 
often associated with keeping cold 
air out during winter, it’s just as 
important during summer. Tiny 
cracks and worn weatherstripping 
allow cool, conditioned air to 
escape and hot, humid air to 
seep indoors. This forces your air 
conditioner to work harder than 
necessary and increases energy 
costs. Take a few minutes to check 
for drafts, replace weatherstripping 
and seal leaks. A tighter home 
keeps you more comfortable and 
helps manage energy use. 

Source: energy.gov

A Look Back: 
2026 Virtual Annual Meeting Recap

Thank you to everyone who joined 
us for the 2026 Jones-Onslow EMC 

Virtual Annual Meeting! Held online 
for the convenience of our members, 
the event offered an opportunity 
to stay connected, informed, and 
engaged with your cooperative— 
all from the comfort of home.

The virtual format 
featured updates  
from JOEMC leader-
ship, highlighting key 
accomplishments 
from the past year 
and outlining exciting 
plans for the future. From 
system improvements and 
reliability upgrades to ongoing 
efforts focused on member satisfac-
tion, the meeting showcased how 
your cooperative continues to work 
hard to deliver safe, reliable, and 
affordable power.

In addition to the business portion 
of the meeting, members enjoyed a 
fun and lighthearted video featuring 
kids “taking over” the office. The video 
offered a behind-the-scenes look 

at JOEMC through a different lens, 
bringing smiles while highlighting the 
people and teamwork that power our 
cooperative every day.

While we couldn’t gather in person this 
year, we still brought the excitement 

with prize drawings and interac-
tive elements. Members who 

registered for the meeting 
were automatically 
entered into our give-
aways, adding an extra 
layer of anticipation to 
the experience.

We’re excited to congratu-
late all of our prize winners—

especially our $5,000 grand prize 
winner, Jaime Lozano, who is pictured 
with Krystal Phillips, Communications 
and Community Relations Manager. 
Moments like these are just one of 
the many ways we enjoy giving back 
to our members.

Thank you again for being a valued 
part of the JOEMC community. We 
look forward to connecting with you 
again next year!
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BACON CHIPOTLE 
GUACAMOLE

Fresh guacamole is always a fan favor-
ite. This Bacon Chipotle version brings 
a smoky, flavorful twist that's perfect 
for your Memorial Day picnic. 

Source: www.carolinacountry.com

Ingredients
3 avocados, halved, pitted and peeled
3 tablespoons shallot, minced
2 garlic cloves, minced
½ cup cilantro, finely chopped
1 lime, juice only
8 �ounces applewood smoked bacon, 

cooked and crumbled
½ cup tomatoes, small diced
2 canned chipotle chiles, finely chopped
Ground cumin, to taste
Salt and pepper, to taste 

Directions
In large bowl, mash avocados with 
shallots, garlic, cilantro and lime juice 
to desired consistency. Fold in bacon, 
tomatoes and chipotle chiles until well 
combined. Season with cumin, salt and 
pepper, to taste. Serve with tortilla chips 
or fresh veggies.

A Message from the CEO 
Summer Energy Savings: 
Programs and Tips
 

Ricky Maready, CEO

Summer in eastern North Carolina can be unforgiving, 
and I know that rising temperatures bring rising energy 
bills—something that weighs on many of our members' 
minds. As your local not-for-profit electricity provider, 
Jones-Onslow Electric Membership Corporation exists to 
serve you, and that means helping you stay comfortable 

this summer while keeping your energy costs as manageable as possible. 

With that in mind, I want to make sure every member knows about the pro-
grams and resources we have available specifically designed to help you 
through the warmer months ahead.

Budget Billing
If you find it difficult to plan around seasonal bill fluctuations, our budget billing 
program may be the right fit for you. We calculate your monthly bill by averaging 
your previous 12 months of usage, giving you a predictable, consistent payment 
each month regardless of the weather outside. This is especially helpful for 
members on a fixed income or those whose energy needs vary significantly 
throughout the year. Reach out to us to get enrolled.

Free Home Energy Audit
One of the best investments you can make this summer costs you nothing. 
Our energy advisors are available to visit your home, identify where energy is 
being wasted, and offer personalized recommendations to improve efficiency 
and lower your bills. If you'd prefer to start on your own, our quick do-it-yourself 
online energy audit is available to any member with at least 10 months of billing 
history. Visit our EnergyWise page at joemc.com to get started.

Rebate Program
When you make smart upgrades to reduce your home's energy use—whether 
that's a new energy-efficient appliance, improved heating and cooling equip-
ment, or a home EV charging unit—we want to reward that decision. Our rebate 
program offers bill credits for qualifying purchases and improvements. Visit the 
rebates section of our EnergyWise page at joemc.com to see what's available 
and how to apply.

Small Steps, Real Savings
Some of the most effective energy-saving habits don't cost a thing. Setting your 
thermostat a few degrees higher and using ceiling fans to stay comfortable can 
make a meaningful difference—just remember to turn fans off when you leave 
the room since they cool people, not spaces. On warm evenings, firing up the 
outdoor grill instead of the oven keeps heat out of your kitchen and your cooling 
system from working overtime. And don't overlook your air filter—a clean filter 
helps your system run efficiently and can extend its life.

For more personalized energy-saving advice, I encourage you to visit joemc.com 
or reach out to our team directly. We're here for you—and together, we'll make 
this summer a little more manageable.

Our offices will be closed 
Monday, May 25 
for Memorial Day.


