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Celebrating Our Dedicated Vegetation

Management Team

When members flip a switch, charge
a phone, or power appliances in

their homes, they expect electricity

to be there instantly and reliably.
Behind that everyday convenience

is a tremendous amount of work
happening year-round to maintain

the electric system—including the
important efforts of Jones-Onslow
EMC’s Vegetation Management team.

During Vegetation Management Week,
June 8-14, we proudly recognize the
hardworking crews who help protect
the reliability and safety of our electric
system every day. These professionals
work behind the scenes clearing
rights-of-way, trimming trees, and
maintaining safe distances around
power lines and electrical equipment
to help ensure safe and dependable
power delivery for our members.

In eastern North Carolina, vegetation
management is especially important.
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Our region experiences rapid tree
growth, dense wooded areas, hur-
ricanes, strong thunderstorms, and
heavy winds throughout the year.
Trees and limbs coming into contact
with power lines remain one of the
leading causes of power outages. Even
healthy trees can become hazards
during storms when saturated ground,
high winds, or lightning cause limbs to
break or entire trees to fall.

That is why vegetation management
is one of the most proactive and
important investments an electric
cooperative can make in system
reliability. By routinely trimming and
maintaining rights-of-way, JOEMC
helps reduce the number and length of
outages, improve restoration efforts
following major storms, and keep both
the public and utility crews safe.

The work itself is not easy. Vegetation
Management crews often spend long

days working in extreme heat, humid-
ity, rough terrain, and challenging
weather conditions. They navigate
heavily wooded areas, operate
specialized equipment, and work
alongside power lines while following
strict safety practices. During storm
recovery efforts, these crews are often
among the first on the scene helping
clear access for lineworkers so power
restoration can begin as quickly and
safely as possible.

Members also play an important role
in helping maintain a safe and reliable
electric system. Keeping vegetation
clear around transformers, meters,
poles, and other electrical equipment
located on private property helps pro-
vide safe access for crews performing
maintenance or responding to out-
ages. When equipment is accessible,
crews can work more efficiently and
safely during both routine service and
emergency restoration situations.

Vegetation management is truly a
year-round commitment that benefits
every member we serve. While much
of this work happens quietly and often
goes unnoticed, its impact is felt every
day through fewer outages, improved
reliability, and a safer electric system
for our communities.

As we celebrate Vegetation Manage-
ment Week, we extend our sincere
gratitude to the dedicated profession-
als who work tirelessly to help keep
power flowing across our service area.
Their commitment, expertise, and hard
work are vital to powering the lives of
our members and strengthening the
communities we proudly serve.
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JOEMC Announces 2026 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour Winners

Jones-Onslow EMC is proud to announce the four outstanding local students selected to represent our
cooperative on the 2026 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour to Washington, D.C.—an unforgettable leader-
ship experience that gives students the opportunity to explore our nation’s capital, learn about electric

cooperatives, and connect with peers from across the country.

Sponsored by electric cooperatives
across the nation, the Youth Tour
has been inspiring young leaders
for decades by providing students
with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to visit Washington, D.C. During
the trip, students will tour historic
monuments and museums, visit
Capitol Hill, meet elected officials,
and gain a deeper understanding
of leadership, public service, and
the cooperative business model.

Beyond sightseeing, the Youth Tour
offers countless opportunities for
personal growth and connection.
Students build friendships with fellow
delegates from across North Carolina
and the United States while developing

leadership skills that will benefit them
for years to come. Many participants
describe the experience as life-chang-
ing and one they will never forget.

At Jones-Onslow EMC, we are com-
mitted to investing in the future of our
communities by supporting educational
and leadership opportunities for local

students. The Electric Cooperative
Youth Tour is one of the many ways
electric cooperatives empower the next
generation of leaders and encourage
young people to become active and
engaged members of their communities.

We congratulate Eva Brusaw, Sandi
Francis, Brynn Zurlippe, and Matthew
Smoot on this incredible achievement
and look forward to seeing the impact
they will make during their Youth Tour
experience and beyond.

To learn more about the Youth Tour
and other community programs
offered by Jones-Onslow EMC, visit
joemc.com/communityprograms.
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2026 Youth Tour Winners

Matthew Smoot (Northside High School), Eva Brusaw (Jacksonville High School),
Sandi Francis (Jacksonville Christian School), Brynn Zurlippe (Swansboro High School)



UNDERSTANDING YOUR SUMMER ELECTRIC BILL

As temperatures begin to rise across eastern North Carolina, many members
may notice an increase in their electric bill during the summer months. Often,
homeowners wonder if something has changed with their electric use, but in
many cases, the answer is simple—your heating and cooling system is working
harder to keep your home comfortable.

For most homes, the heat pump or air conditioning system is the largest
energy user in the house. During periods of extreme heat and humidity, your
system has to run longer and more often to maintain the temperature set on
your thermostat. Even if you are using your appliances and electronics the
exact same way you did a month ago, warmer outdoor temperatures alone can
lead to higher energy use.

Think of it this way: when it is 95 degrees outside, your cooling system has to
work much harder to keep your home at 72 degrees than it would on a mild
75-degree day. The longer your system runs, the more electricity it uses.

Humidity also plays a major role in eastern North Carolina summers. Your
heat pump is not only cooling the air—it is also removing moisture from your
home. On especially humid days, your system may run longer to keep indoor
air comfortable.

There are several small steps members can take to help manage summer
energy use:

Raise your thermostat a few degrees when away from home

Keep air filters clean and changed regularly

Close blinds or curtains during the hottest parts of the day

Avoid placing heat-generating appliances near your thermostat

Make sure outdoor HVAC units are free from grass, weeds, and debris
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- W One of the best tools available to members
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JESEMC oo E through the JOEMC member portal or
mobile app. Tracking your usage daily can
. help you better understand how weather
A A impacts your energy consumption and
W - allows you to spot unusual changes quickly.

Daily Electricity Ussge [

By reviewing your daily usage, you may
notice spikes during extremely hot days

or periods when your air conditioner runs
more frequently. This information can help
members make adjustments and avoid
surprises when the monthly bill arrives.
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Average Consumption: 2T KWh
Total Consumption: 408 kKWh
At Jones-Onslow EMC, we are committed

- to helping our members better understand
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. their energy use and providing tools that
P make managing electric bills easier. Summer
r 40 temperatures may be out of our control, but
05183026 staying informed about your daily energy use

can help you make smart decisions for your
home and family.

Billing jomme.com — Private

Members can access their account information, monitor daily usage, and man-
age their account anytime through the JOEMC member portal or mobile app.

Bright Ideas Early Bird
Deadline is August 15

As the school year winds down,
teachers in Onslow County, Jones
County, and the Topsail area should
apply now for a 2026-27 Bright Ideas
grant from JOEMC! Creative ideas in
the classroom could earn you up to
$1,500 in funding.

The deadline for applications is
September 15, but you could get
an even bigger reward if you're an
"early bird"!

Submit your application before the
early bird deadline of August 15, and
you will be automatically entered to
win a $100 Visa gift card.

For more information and to apply,
head to ncbrightideas.com.
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TIPS

TO SAVEENERGY

During these warm summer
months, a smart thermostat can
help keep your home comfort-
able while reducing cooling
costs. Smart thermostats learn
your routine and automat-
ically raise the temperature
when you're away and cool
things down before you return,
avoiding unnecessary energy
use. You can also adjust settings
remotely from your phone, so
youre never cooling an empty
house. Setting your thermo-
stat a few degrees higher while
youre away or asleep can lead to
significant savings. Many smart
thermostats provide reports
and tips, helping you fine-tune
your energy use and stay cool
while keeping your electric bill
in check.
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Why Vegetation Management Matters

Trees are part of life here in eastern North Carolina. They add beauty
to our communities, provide shade during the summer and are part of
the landscape many of us have grown up around. But they can also
create serious problems for the electric system when branches and
overgrowth get too close to power lines. At Jones-Onslow EMC, we
work year-round to balance the natural beauty of our area with the
responsibility of providing safe, reliable electricity to our members.

Ricky Maready, CEO
At the same time, we share another responsibility—one that's just

as essential to our daily lives. The responsibility to keep the lights on, to power our homes and
businesses, to make sure that when you flip a switch, the energy you depend on is there.

That's why Jones-Onslow EMC works every day to strike a careful balance between preserving
the beauty we cherish and delivering the reliable electricity you expect.

One of the most important ways we do that is through regular tree trimming.

Now, it may not always be obvious, but keeping lines clear of overgrown vegetation plays a major
role in preventing power outages. We've all seen what can happen when severe weather rolls in—
strong winds or sudden storms can bring down branches and, with them, power lines and poles.
In fact, nearly half of all power outages can be traced back to trees and vegetation coming into
contact with electrical infrastructure.

That's why you may notice crews from Jones-Onslow or our trusted contractors working in
neighborhoods throughout the year. Our crews are highly trained and certified, following the latest
industry standards to ensure the job is done safely and effectively. Their work might seem routine,
but it's anything but—it's a proactive step that helps prevent problems before they start.

And it's not just good practice—it's required. Electric utilities across the country are obligated to
manage vegetation near power lines. Scheduled trimming helps remove dead or weakened limbs
and keeps fast-growing trees from becoming hazards. It's about staying one step ahead, espe-
cially as we prepare for the increasing frequency and intensity of severe weather events.

We're also using new tools and technologies to do this work smarter. Through Al satellite data
inspections, for example, we can monitor power lines and surrounding vegetation more efficiently,
reducing costs while improving accuracy. These small but powerful tools allow us to identify
potential risks early and respond quickly.

But beyond reliability and efficiency, there’s another reason this work matters: safety.

Electricity is a powerful force, and when trees grow too close to power lines, that power can
become dangerous. Branches that touch lines—or even come close—can carry electrical current.
Children climbing trees in their own yards may not realize the risk. And during storms, fallen trees
can create hazardous conditions not only for families but also for our lineworkers working to
restore service.

There's also a financial reality we can't ignore. Preventative maintenance—like tree trimming—is
far more cost-effective than repairing widespread damage after an outage. Left unchecked,
overgrown vegetation can lead to more frequent disruptions and higher costs for everyone. A
thoughtful, strategic vegetation management program helps keep those costs down for our
members.

You can help, too. When planting new trees, consider their mature height and distance from
nearby power lines. Trees that grow up to 40 feet should be planted at least 25 feet away from
overhead lines. Larger trees—those that exceed 40 feet—should be planted at least 50 feet away.
If you're landscaping near pad-mounted transformers, keep shrubs at least 10 feet from the front
and 4 feet from the sides to allow safe access.

If your neighborhood has underground lines, don't forget to call 811 before digging. It's a simple
step that can prevent serious accidents.

At the end of the day, we all want the same thing: a community that's safe, resilient and beautiful.
At Jones-Onslow we're proud to be part of that effort. Our roots run deep here, just like the trees
we work to care for.

GRILLED STEAK SALAD

Crisp, fresh greens, a blend of spices and
savory ingredients make this refreshing
entree a great solution for toasty days. This
salad becomes the star of your dinner table
with a simply seasoned sirloin steak, veggies
and a tart twist on a creamy dressing.

Source: www.carolinacountry.com
Servings: 6

Ingredients

1 cup plain yogurt

3 tablespoons freshly squeezed lime juice
(8 small limes)

2 tablespoons milk

2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives

1 clove garlic, peeled and minced

4 teaspoon kosher salt (dressing)

% teaspoon black pepper (dressing)

1 teaspoon kosher salt (rub)

4 teaspoon black pepper (rub)

Y teaspoon granulated garlic

20 ounces boneless petite sirloin steak

3 cups baby spinach

3 cups chopped romaine lettuce hearts

% cup sweet red pepper rings

¥ cup sweet yellow pepper rings

1 cup avocado chunks

Y cup thinly shaved red onion

Directions

1. Fordressing, combine yogurt, lime
juice, milk, chives, garlic, kosher salt
and pepper in blender. Blend on low
until smooth and chives are com-
pletely blended. Transfer dressing to
jar with tight lid and refrigerate until
serving.

2. Heat grill to medium.

3. Combine kosher salt, black pepper
and granulated garlic to create rub.
Sprinkle half of seasoning mix over
one side of steak, pressing it into
meat. Repeat with remaining season-
ing on opposite side of steak.

4. Grill steak over direct medium heat to
desired doneness, approximately 4-5
minutes per side for medium pink
center. Remove steak from grill and
let rest 7-10 minutes.

5. Toss spinach and romaine on large
platter. Scatter red and yellow
peppers, avocado and onion over
greens. Slice grilled sirloin thinly
against grain. Arrange meat slices in
center of salad.

6.  Drizzle dressing over salad just
before serving.
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