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Jones-Onslow EMC Lineworker Helps Bring Electricity to Rural
Guatemalan Village

his spring, a Jones-Onslow "It was a great eXEgrience to

EMC lineworker extended the visit another country using my
cooperative mission of powering skills to change the lives of a
communities beyond North Carolina, community with power. I felt
helping bring electricity to the remote a sense of accomplishment

Guatemalan village of El Plan Nuevo

' bringing power to a communi-
Amanecer for the very first time.

ty that has never had it and
how excited they were to
have it when the power was
turned on for the first time
for them. The experience

Joe Zirnheld, Lead Journeyman Line-
man at Jones-Onslow EMC, joined
14 volunteer lineworkers from eight
North Carolina electric cooperatives

on a three-week service project visiting there made me
coordinated through North Carolina realize what we take for
Electric Cooperatives’ Brighter World granted on a daily basis
Initiative. Working alongside local and how happy everyone
community members, the crews built there is with having just
more than three miles of power line basic needs provided.

to serve the village. The bond that was

made with my brothers
over the several weeks

of this trip is a remind-

er of what true purpose
feels like and how power-
ful it is when people come
together for something
Without access to bucket trucks bigger than themselves.”
or heavy equipment, the work was
physically demanding. Volunteers re-

Their efforts brought electricity to
more than 50 homes, a school, two
churches and the community’s only
health clinic—creating new oppor-
tunities for education, economic
growth and improved quality of life.

lied on manual labor to set poles, pull | The project was completed through electricity can be life-changing.

wire through dense vegetation and a partnership between North Car- Students can study after dark, busi-

rugged terrain, and lift transformers olina Electric Cooperatives, the nesses can grow, medical services

weighing more than 300 pounds. National Rural Electric Cooperative can expand, and families can enjoy a
Association (NRECA) International safer and more connected way of life.

Traveling more than 2,800 miles Foundation and local community

from home, Zirnheld said the experi- leaders. For villages like El Plan In addition to building the electrical

ence was one he will never forget. Nuevo Amanecer, access to reliable system, North (continued on page 2)
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Carolina’s electric coop- -x"-‘i D .4 | -
eratives provided each -

household with an elec-
tric burner stovetop, offer- o
ing a safer alternative to - o
cooking over open indoor

fires. Volunteers also

donated medical supplies

to support the village's

health clinic.

To celebrate the com-
pletion of the project,
residents, local leaders
and volunteers gathered
at the village school for a
ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Volunteers were present-
ed with commemorative plaques, and a permanent sign was installed in the village to recognize the partnership and the
lasting impact of bringing electricity to the community.
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For Zirnheld and the other volunteers, the project was about more than building power lines—it was about helping cre-
ate new opportunities and a brighter future for the families of El Plan Nuevo Amanecer.

TAKE THE GUESSWORK OUT OF YOUR BILL WITH BUDGET BILLING

;ﬂ@ One of the most helpful tools we offer to 2 Why Members Like It
- members is Budget Billing—a simple way to Budget Billing is especially helpful for members
make your electric bill more predictable and who want:
.~ €asier to manage. * Predictable monthly bills
+ Reduced seasonal spikes in summer or winter
Budget Billing helps reduce surprises when you receive « Easier household budgeting
your electric bill. Instead of paying more during the hot- « Fewer billing surprises
test summer months or the coldest winter months, you
pay the same predetermined amount each month. It doesn't change how much energy you use or alter
your actual cost of electricity—it simply smooths out
Each year, your actual energy use and payments are the ups and downs.
reviewed. If you've overpaid, you'll receive a refund check
for the difference. If you've underpaid, the remaining 3 Is It Right for You?
balance will be added to your next bill. This annual adjust- Budget Billing works best for members who want sta-
ment ensures your payments stay aligned with your real bility and have a consistent payment history. If you're
energy use. looking for a way to make your monthly expenses
more even, it may be a great fit for your household.
How It Works
Your monthly Budget Billing amount is based on your 4 How to Enroll
past energy use. We review your usage history and Getting started is simple. Contact our Member Services
calculate an average monthly payment. This means team at joemc@joemc.com or 910-353-1940 to
you pay roughly the same amount each month, even enroll in Budget Billing. Eligibility is subject to credit
when your energy use rises or falls with the seasons. requirements and other restrictions.




Celebrating 250 Years of America—and the
Power That Moves Us Forward

This July, our country celebrates 250 years since the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. This milestone—known as the Semiquin-
centennial—is a time to reflect on how far our nation has come and the
progress that continues to shape our daily lives.

When America was founded, life looked very different. Homes were lit
by candles, communication took days or weeks, and electricity did not
yet exist.

ELECTRICITY POWERS MODERN LIFE

Today, electricity plays a vital role in our daily lives — powering our
homes, schools, hospitals, farms, and local businesses, and helping
our communities operate safely and smoothly.

From the beginning of rural electrification to today’s modern grid, elec-
tric cooperatives have worked to bring reliable power to the communi-
ties we serve—no matter how rural or remote.

BUILT ON COMMUNITY VALUES

Electric cooperatives were built by the people they serve. That means
we are locally owned and locally focused. Our goal is simple: provide
safe, reliable, and affordable electricity to our members.

That community-first mission reflects the same spirit of independence
and self-reliance that our country was founded on 250 years ago.

For more than 85 years, Jones-Onslow EMC has been proud to serve
our members, powering homes, businesses, farms, and neighborhoods
across our service area. As we celebrate America's 250th birthday,

we remain committed to providing the reliable service our members
depend on every day.

LOOKING AHEAD

While we take time this July to celebrate our nation’s history, we are
also looking ahead. Energy needs are evolving, and we are working
every day to meet those needs with reliability, innovation, and care for
our communities.

As we celebrate America's 250th birthday, we are proud to be part of
the progress that keeps our communities moving forward — and we
remain committed to powering that progress for generations to come.

Scholarships Awarded to
Local Students

JOEMC awarded 33 scholarships
this year to distinguished students
within our service area, including
26 graduating high school seniors
and 7 community college students.
Recipients were selected through
processes led by Sponsors for
Academic Talent, local school staff,
and the local College Foundation.
High school students received their
awards during ceremonies held

in May, while community college
recipients were notified during the
academic year.

Each student was granted a
$1,500 scholarship to support their
continued academic pursuits.

JOEMC extends its sincere
congratulations to all recipients.
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TO SAVE ENERGY

Running multiple major appli-
ances at the same time—like
your dishwasher, oven, clothes
washer and dryer—can spike
energy demand and strain the
grid, especially during peak
hours (typically late afternoon
to early evening). Instead of
stacking appliance use, spread it
out throughout the day or shift
chores to off-peak hours when
energy demand is lower. This
not only helps improve overall
efficiency but can also reduce
your energy costs. A simple
habit change, like doing laundry
in the morning and running the
dishwasher overnight, can make
a meaningful difference for both
your wallet and energy reliability.




A Message from the CEO
More Than a Flip of a Switch

If you've ever stopped to think about it, electricity is
pretty remarkable.

With the flip of a switch, lights come on, coffee makers
start brewing, air conditioners cool our homes, and
businesses keep running. It's something most of

us rely on every day without giving it much thought.
But getting electricity from where it's generated to your home or business
takes a lot of planning, equipment, and people working behind the scenes.

Ricky Maready, CEO

At Jones-Onslow EMC, we're proud to be part of that journey.

One of the things that makes electric cooperatives unique is that we're a distri-
bution cooperative. Simply put, we don't generate electricity ourselves. Instead,
we purchase power from large generation facilities and then deliver it safely and
reliably to our members across our service area.

The process begins at power plants, where electricity is generated using a vari-
ety of energy sources, including natural gas, nuclear energy, solar, hydroelectric
power, and other resources. From there, electricity travels across high-voltage
transmission lines before reaching substations closer to our communities.

That's where Jones-Onslow EMC takes over.

From our substations, electricity moves through thousands of miles of power
lines, transformers, and other equipment that make up our distribution system.
Our crews maintain this system every day, ensuring power reaches more than
71,000 members throughout Onslow County and surrounding areas.

As our nation celebrates its 250th anniversary this year, it's worth remembering
that reliable electricity wasn't always available. Many rural communities across
America waited decades before electric cooperatives helped bring power to
farms, homes, schools, and businesses that other utilities chose not to serve.

That same cooperative spirit continues today. Recently, North Carolina cooper-
ative lineworkers traveled to Guatemala and helped bring electricity to villages
that had never had power before. For those families, something as simple as
turning on a light switch became a life-changing moment.

Whether it's a family receiving electricity for the first time or a member here at
home charging a phone, running a business, or keeping food cold in the refriger-
ator, electricity improves lives every day.

At Jones-Onslow EMC, we're committed to providing safe, reliable, and
affordable electricity while continuing the mission that electric cooperatives
have carried forward for generations: improving lives through the power of
connection.

Thank you for allowing us to serve you.

ALL-AMERICAN SURPRISE
CHEESECAKE APPLE PIE
BITES

These no-cook bites of Americana will
bring joy to your summer gatherings.
As for the surprise? A bit of caramel
crunch hidden inside

Source: www.carolinacountry.com

Servings: Makes 60 bites

INGREDIENTS

Magic Shell® caramel topping

4 boxes (15-count) Fillo pastry cups

2 teaspoons salt, divided

1 cup room temperature water

2 unpeeled apples (we used Honeycrisp)
1 teaspoon apple pie spice

2 cans (14-ounce) fried apples, drained
1 package (8-ounce) cream cheese,
softened

3 tablespoons butter, softened

2 tablespoons brown sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 tablespoon apple juice

24 pieces caramel candy, crumbled

DIRECTIONS

1. Squeeze some Magic Shell into a
small bowl, then use a pastry brush
to coat the inside of each pastry cup.
Refrigerate.

2. Dissolve 1 teaspoon of salt in water.
Slice unpeeled apples into small
pieces and add to the water mixture.
After 5 minutes, drain and rinse. Pat
dry, put into a closed container and
refrigerate.

3. Stir apple pie spice and remaining 1
teaspoon of salt into fried, drained
apples. While stirring, gently chop the
apples a bit with a spoon into smaller
pieces. Set aside.

4. Using a hand mixer, blend cream
cheese, butter, sugar, vanilla and juice.

o

Using a small spreader, coat the inside
of the chilled cups with the cream
cheese mixture.

6. Top with caramel candy crumbs, then
dollops of the apple mixture. Return to
refrigerator.

7. To serve, garnish with a small slice
of apple.
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