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Storm Season: Power Outage Safety Tips

August is typically the start of hurricane season in Eastern North
Carolina. While your co-op works hard to maintain reliable service,
extended outages can occur when high winds, flooding, and falling
trees damage electrical equipment. The time to learn how to keep
your family safe in the event of a power outage is BEFORE the storm
hits. Keep reading for tips on how to protect your home and the
ones you love in case the lights go out.

Preparing for the Outage

- Gather the items you will need in the event of losing electricity. Make sure
you have batteries and other alternative power sources to meet your needs,
such as a power bank and flashlights for each family member.

Downed Power Lines

- Never approach or touch a downed power line. Always assume any downed
line is live and dangerous.

* Report downed lines immediately to JOEMC or call 911.

Generator Use

Generators can be a great tool when the power goes out, allowing you to use
your lights, cook, and stay cool. However, it is vital to know how to safely use
your generator.

+ Use a generator ONLY outdoors and away from windows.

- Before generator use, be sure to

have working carbon monoxide de-
tectors with battery-operated back-
ups on every level of your home.

- Keep the generator dry and protect-

ed from rain or flooding. Touching a
wet generator or devices connected
to one can cause electrical shock.

- Always connect the generator to

appliances with heavy-duty exten-
sion cords.

- Let the generator cool before refuel-

ing. Fuel spilled on hot engine parts
can ignite.

+ Follow all manufacturer instruc-

tions carefully.

Protect Your Devices

- Turn off or disconnect appliances,
equipment, or electronics. Power
may return with surges or spikes
that can cause damage.

Food Storage and Safety
- Before a storm arrives, make sure

you have enough nonperishable
food and water on hand.

- Keep freezer and refrigerator doors

closed. The refrigerator will keep
food cold for about four hours. A
full freezer will keep the tempera-
ture for about 48 hours.

« After the storm, when in doubt,

throw it out! Throw away any food
that has been exposed to tem-
peratures 40 degrees or higher for
two hours or more, or that has an
unusual odor, color or texture.

Know Your Medical Needs
« Be sure to have a plan in place with

your medical provider in case of a
power outage (continued on page 2)
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"“Bright Ideas

= EDUCATION GRANTS

POWERING INNOVATION

Sl

From chalkboards to smartboards,
typewriters to laptops, encyclopedias
to online research, and film projec-
tors to interactive digital displays,
electricity has powered progress in
our classrooms for generations.

Through the possibilities provided

to our schools by reliable electricity,
students can engage in global,
innovative experiences that catapult
their potential and promise a brighter
tomorrow.

Locally, Jones-Onslow EMC has taken
its commitment to powering innovation
in schools a step further.

The Bright Ideas grant program funds
educators’ creative and inventive
ideas to expand learning opportunities

for local students. Right here in your
community, Bright Ideas has funded
student-led gardens, innovative literacy
initiatives, cutting-edge classroom
technology, and much more.

Teachers in Onslow County, Jones
County, and the Topsail area can now
apply for a 2026-2027 Bright Ideas
grant from JOEMC. Your creative idea
could earn you up to $2,000 in funding
for your classroom!

The deadline for applications is
September 15, but those who submit
by the August 15 early bird deadline will
be automatically entered to win a $100
Visa gift card.

Learn more about Bright Ideas and how
to apply at ncbrightideas.com.

Power Outage
Safety Tips ?cont.)

if you or a member of your family

relies on refrigerated medicines

or medical devices powered by
electricity.

- If you rely on electric medical
devices, call our office today to
add that information to your ac-
count. This allows our crews to
better prioritize restoring power
to members with high medical
needs in the event of an outage.

Storms are unpredictable, but
proper preparation makes all the
difference in keeping your family
safe. Remember, if the power
goes out, follow the safety tips
above, and know that JOEMC
crews will work to restore
service as quickly and safely
as possible.

Friday Night Lights

On warm August Friday nights in every little town in East-
ern North Carolina, high school football teams take to the
field, hundreds of fans fill the stands, and community is
built under the bright glow of stadium lights. Behind every
touchdown, halftime show, and hot dog sold is something
we often take for granted:
reliable electricity.

While the linemen on the
football field work to lead
the team to victory, the
linemen on the Jones-
Onslow EMC team work
to keep the lights on and
power life's most powerful
moments. The lights that
illuminate the field, the PA.
systems that rile up the
crowd, the popcorn ma-
chines that work overtime
to keep up with demand, and the scoreboards we all keep
a close eye on are all made possible by electricity.

The excitement of Friday night lights only lasts a few
hours, but the work to keep them on happens around the
clock. Long before the fans file into the stadium and the
first snap takes place, JOEMC crews have done the work
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to maintain power lines, trim vegetation, and service the

electric system that serves our community. Just as a

football team spends months preparing for a successful

season, your co-op works every day to ensure our mem-

bers continue to have the safe and reliable electricity

that powers their homes,
businesses, farms, and
schools.

Friday night football is
more than just a game.

It is a source of home-
town pride, an occasion
that builds lasting family
memories, and a tradition
that brings neighbors
together. JOEMC is more
than just a power compa-
ny. We are your friends,
family, neighbors, and
maybe even one of the coaches leading the way.

As another football season kicks off, we cheer on the
players, coaches, cheerleaders, band members, spectators,
and all others who make Friday nights in Eastern North
Carolina so special. We are honored to power the lights
that shine a spotlight on the moments that matter most.



Tools to Help You Save

For many families, the August heat brings peak home energy costs.

Did you know there are tools available to you through JOEMC that can help
you analyze and reduce your energy consumption, saving you money on
your electric bill?

1. ONLINE ENERGY AUDIT

If you have a few minutes and at least

10 months of billing history, you can per-
form a do-it-yourself energy audit using
the online energy use calculator at
www.joemc.com/energywise. This cal-
culator will collect information about your
home, appliance use, typical thermostat
settings, amenities, and more to create

a personalized analysis of your family’s
energy consumption.

From this tool, you can get custom energy-saving suggestions, data about
which of your household functions may be using the most energy, and fore-
casted energy costs based on your use.

2. HOME ENERGY CALCULATORS

If you are looking for ways to trim the
B T e (el COST of your electric bill based on your
use of specific items and functions,
check out our updated Energy Saving
Calculators on the JOEMC website.
These calculators offer a quick estimate
of energy use and costs based on your
inputs, as well as potential opportunities
for savings.

Calculators available include those for
appliances, lighting, space heating, televisions, heat pumps, and more.

DIGIN...
TO SAFETY.

mwm._ |
Dig smart, and d
into safety before

your project begins.

3. DAILY USAGE SUMMARY

Take control of your energy consumption
with the Daily Usage summary tool on
the JOEMC website. This tool provides
real-time insights into your electricity us-
age, helping you see the weather’s impact
on your power use and identify areas for
potential savings. You can even set limits
and receive alerts to avoid energy bill
surprises.
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Visit www.joemc.com to learn more
about the tools above, as well as other resources for making your home
more efficient and your electric bill more affordable.

TO SAVEENERGY

Make sure to keep up with your
air filter cleaning and replace-
ment schedule. A dirty air filter
makes your cooling system
work harder than necessary. A
clean filter improves airflow,
helps your HVAC system oper-
ate more efficiently, and can ex-
tend the life of your equipment.
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A Message from the CEO
The Cooperative Difference:

Built to Serve, Committed to You

We're here to serve you. We've all heard this phrase
countless times. These words may sound generic, but to
us—your local electric cooperative—they mean everything.

JOEMC was created to serve our community. Decades
ago, neighbors banded together and formed our electric
co-op for the common good. In our case, it was the only way the community
could bring electricity to the area where there was none. By bringing electricity
to rural homes and farms, Jones-Onslow helped open doors to new opportu-
nities, stronger communities, and a better quality of life. That mission-focused
heritage is the golden thread woven throughout our history.

Ricky Maready, CEO

Today, we are continuing to power the community. While our focus has re-
mained steady on providing reliable energy to our members, today’s energy
landscape and consumer expectations are far different than they were decades
ago. That's why we're adapting, to keep pace with changing technology, evolving
needs, and new expectations.

Being your trusted energy advisor means more than delivering reliable electric-
ity. It means giving you the information and tools to make informed decisions
that can save energy and money. Whether you're looking for energy-saving tips,
rebate opportunities, appliance calculators, or other helpful resources, you'll find
them in the EnergyWise section of joemc.com. Understanding how your home
uses energy can help you identify opportunities to reduce energy use and lower
your monthly bill.

If you're considering a rooftop solar installation, we encourage you to visit
joemc.com, where you'll find an unbiased look at both the benefits and con-
siderations. You can even complete a rooftop solar assessment for your home
and receive instant information to help guide your decision. Investing in rooftop
solar is a significant decision, and understanding the costs, responsibilities, and
potential energy savings is essential. Because every home and energy situation
is unigue, we believe it's important to look at the complete energy picture before
deciding on the solution that's right for you.

So, the next time you hear us say, "We're here to serve you," know that it's more
than a phrase—it's the commitment that has guided this cooperative since the
beginning. Service remains at the heart of who we are. As your cooperative con-
tinues to evolve, we're finding new ways to support our members and provide
more options to help power your life.

We're here whenever you need us. Connect with us online, in person, through
our mobile app, or through our social media channels. However you choose to
connect, please let us know how we can serve you better.

PEPPER CHICKEN SALAD

Source: www.carolinacountry.com

INGREDIENTS

2 boiled eggs, chopped

2 pounds chicken, chopped
1 tablespoon salt

1 onion, chopped

2 stalks celery, chopped

2 teaspoons lemon pepper
% cup mayonnaise

3 tablespoons chicken broth
Pepper and salt to taste

DIRECTIONS

1. Boil two eggs until done. Peel, chop
and set aside.

2. Putchicken and salt in a pan. Cover
with water and bring to a boil. Lower
heat and simmer 12-15 minutes
until chicken is done. Drain off
broth, setting 3 tablespoons aside.

3. While chicken is cooling, chop
celery and onion, set aside. Then
cut up or shred chicken.

4. Inabowl, mix onion, celery, chicken,
chicken broth, lemon pepper and
mayonnaise together until desired
consistency is reached.

Add more salt/pepper to taste.

Serve by itself, over lettuce, with
crackers or on a sandwich.

Stay Comfortable and
Save This Summer

If you're looking for ways to
manage summer energy use, try
raising your thermostat a few
degrees when you're away and
using ceiling fans to stay com-
fortable. Ceiling fans cool peo-
ple, not rooms, so turning them
off when a room is empty can
help save even more energy.
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